This is the fourth and final chapter recalling life of my wife’s uncle Norman Swinnerton, compiled from notes and memorabilia from our family history research.  This chapter covers his domestic life. Norman was the  patriarchal figure of the Swinnerton family and he always took an interest in his relatives. He was USA vice president of the Swinnerton Society.


Norman at home and away


Like his brothers and sisters, Norman loved dancing which, of course, was a good way to socialise. It was at a dance at Blackpool where Norman met Maria Carter, known as Molly, the daughter and only child of John and Margaret Carter of Barrow-in-Furness.  





Norman was serving in the RAF when, on 23 May 1942, he and Molly were married during which time an air raid was in progress. The ceremony took place at All Saints Church in Speke, Liverpool. Norman's Best Man was friend and colleague Herbert Macklin and Norman's sister Emmie Moore was Matron of Honour. Nieces Francis and Sylvia  Swinnerton were bridesmaids. The reception was held at 44 Greyhound Farm Road in Speke which Norman gave as his address although it was the home of Norman's brother John Swinnerton who was a prisoner of war at that time. After the wedding, Norman's RAF paybook showed Molly as living at 242 Vicarage Lane, Marton near Blackpool. 





After the war, having decided to leave England in search of a better climate, Norman and Molly sailed aboard the Union Castle ship Carnarvon Castle, leaving from Southampton on 9 September 1947, bound for Cape Town in South Africa. After nearly one year in South Africa, in August 1948, they moved to to Salisbury in Southern Rhodesia. It was there that they had a Morris Minor car in which Norman taught Molly to drive. He was employed as a Building Foreman but found enough time to build a luxurious bungalow for himself and Molly. Living in Rhodesia became difficult as calls for independance grew, so Norman and Molly left in 1952 and headed briefly back to England via the Suez Canal aboard the Union Castle ship Warwick Castle. His address during his stay was 97 Ellerdine Road, Hounslow, Middlesex which was probably that of his brother John. 





They next headed for Canada by way of New York, sailing on 7 August 1952 from Southampton aboard the Cunard ship Georgic. On reaching Canada thay settled in Hamilton, Ontario but by January 1954, they were back in Salisbury in Southern Rhodesia again. They remained there for just a few years before coming back to England.





On 3 July 1958 Norman and Molly boarded the famous Cunard liner Queen Elizabeth at Southampton bound for New York, with their final destination being Santa Barbara in California. At that time they still had Rhodesian citizenship and passports, their address being c/o Whitby, P O Box 166, Salisbury, Southern Rhodesia and Norman's occupation being a Carpenter. 





In February 1962 they found their way to Australia where they rented a cottage near Sydney Harbour bridge. However, they returned to Santa Barbara in August the same year where they finally settled, then in 1965, Norman built a remarkably impressive house for themselves with an amazing view down the lower but steep slopes of the mountains at 2622 Montrose Place. He had extended his studies for two years in Santa Barbara and achieved an Associated Science degree in building subjects. He was working for a building company which was registered in his name but it went out of business. 





Norman and Molly were very good at keeping in touch with the family and, having settled properly in California, made frequent trips back to England, visiting as many relatives as they were able. These visits were often combined with a tour of various parts of Europe. In the 1980’s they also started taking sea cruises, particularly around Latin America.





Norman's wife Molly passed away on 6 April 1992 having suffered increasingly from Alzheimer's disease. Norman had been devoted to her and attended on her constantly in her last days. Norman moved home to a condominium in Santa Barbara and settled in well. He took a job as a Dance Host aboard cruise liners and it was through this that he met Mary-Ann Cross. They married in 1994 and he became her fifth husband.





The couple spent some of their time on cruises and Norman brought Mary-Ann to England to meet this family. Sadly, the marriage turned out to be a disaster as it transpired that her interest in Norman was his wealth. Norman suffered a debilitating stroke and went into a nursing home during which time he and Mary-Ann were divorced. Although Norman had no children, many of his nephews and nieces went out to visit him and assist in setting his affairs in order.





Norman, being a man of singular determination, discharged himself from the nursing home and set up live-in care at his own home. He was completely paralysed on one side so could not move without assistance. This, added to the fact that his hearing and eyesight had both virtually failed by now, presented a major challenge. However, his eternal optimism and good humour offset all these problems. In his own words, he concentrated on the things that he could do and did not think about the things he could not do.





It was his attitude that there were no barriers to his expectations that made him decide to visit England and, with the help of family, friends and airlines, he did this on two occasions. Each trip was an adventure but a source of admiration of his resolve.





Norman passed away on 9 September 2004 and was buried alongside his first wife Molly at  Santa Barbara Cemetery.





As can be seen, Norman had lived in all the principal countries in the British Commonwealth and consequently his accent reflected this. He used to tell a story about a time he was in Liverpool in his later years and had been talking to a couple of Liverpudlians whom he had not met previously. As he said goodbye and started to move away he heard one of the men ask “Who was that?” The other replied “I’ve no idea, but I think he is some sort of colonial.”
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