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THE AMATEUR STAGE

AUTHORS HAVE

RIGHTS

AMATEURS AND THE RIGHT
TO CUT

—_—

By GEOFFREY WHITWORTH
(Secretary of the British Drama
League)

RECEIVED a letter the other day

from a correspondent in the Isle
of Man, the secretary of an amateur
dramatic society, who told me of his
intention to produce a version of a
well-known modern play, with seve-
ral scenes totally omitted, so as to
bring it, as he said, ** within the com-
pass of his players and the interest of
the audience.”  This is an instance
of a practice that is growing, and one
that evidently commends itself, in
certain circumstances, on grounds of
practical  expediency, if nothing
2se.
¢ Apart, however, from the legal as-
pect of the matter, it appears to me
that an author has a legitimate
ground for complaint if work of his
creation is shown to the public in a
form which he may scarcely recog-
nise.

Sucha course is exactly compar-
able to the reproduction of a full-
length portrait as a head-and-shoul-
der study—all right, perhaps so far
as it goes; but equally, perhaps, no-
thing short of a travesty of the origi-
nal composition as it left the artist's
brush. Surely, then, the least that
any self-respecting society can do is
to make sure of the playwright's
consent to the cutting of his play
when first asking permission to act

it. .

Another point emerges in regard to
the relations between authors and the
amateur theatre. At village drama
competitions and the like, I have
often noticed that the names of
authors find no place in advertise-
mients of the performances or even in
the programmes,  This §s ungracious
to the author, for it implies that his
work is of secondary importance,
deserving no  greater acknowledg-
than the anonymity which is
accorded to the purveyor of the heat-
inz or lighting supply.

It also, surely, underrates the intel-
lizence of the audience, among
whom must always be many who
will miss the customary inférmation
as to who wrote what,

BARN THEATRE, WELWYN

New Enterprise Produces
“ Misalliance
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biker himself produced and
e " ”'.'." production of Shaw's
nee,

A very sound performance. In

!l interesting cast with only

k thle weakness, the convin

of Mr. Baker, the curiously-

omureness  of  Marguerite

Isil Marriott's dignified Lord

eh and Jn_yce Muirhead’s

X bleefforts in an exacting

‘‘eworthy. Rov Brewer was

# and “effectivé Socialist,

'°n asserting his manhood.

bers of the cast have the

looking like interesting

\ly flaw in the produe-

4 iaps a certain fragmentari

bibly to the epigrammatic
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DRAMA PLAYERS

' Players, Vittorio Rietti

] “ted around him a band of
'S of merit.  Elena,” a

4t drama by Remo

susasau;

Conducted by-
LESLIE REES

Romano, calls for acting of a high order,
and its performance by these actors at
the Queen’'s Gate Hall was admirable.
Chief praise must be accorded to Mary
Montgomery, who carried with excep-
tional skill the part of Elena, the young
girl faced on the threshold of life with
an overwhelming tragedy of love; and
if here and there, perhaps, the bril-
liancy of her study as a whole tended
to obscure the more subtle detail, one
must admit on the part of this young
actress a very fine performance of a
strenuous and complex part.

Philip Graham,-as the lover involved
in the tragedy, was also exceptional,
with a nizely restrained and convincing
piece of acting, while Vittorio Rietti
gave a fine study of Elena’s father. A
word of praise, also, to Evelyn Evers

B bsaasas i R d
VIVIENNE OSBORNE, a new star, in

“ Husband’s Holiday

as the delightful chaperone, Apollonia,
whose humour was nicely calculated
to the right proportions, and to Patrick
Bernard, a competent, if somewhat mor-
bid, Giovanni.

This very fine performance tends to
overshadow the curtain raiser, * Play-
goers,” by A. Pinero, by which it was
preceded; but while the actors in this
playlet were, for the most part, limitel
in their qualifications, they succeeded
very effectively in bringing out the
humour of the piece.

A word of appreciation is due to Mr.
Rietti for his good work as producer and
for his translation of Romano’s play.

OLD MASONIC D.S.
“The Lilies of the Field”

. H. TURNER’S comedy, for years a
‘ best-stager "’ with amateur com-
panies, was freshly and enjoyably pro-
duced by Sydney N. Folker and the
0Old Masonic Dramatic Society.
It is an amusing and technically a
very skilful play, which rarely fails to
o down well with the audience. Mr.
urner's particular brand of humour,
which consists in stringing together a
mass of epigrammmatical wisecracks,
often quite irrelevant to the immediate
discussion, and calling it dialogue (and
getting away with it), demands rather
careful treatment by the actors. The
safest method is to take the play rather
quickly, shooting out the bits of
repartee with very short pauses; other-
wise it tends to become a series of
unnaturally witty remarks, appropos of
nothing in particular, and made by
rather ordinary people. )
It would be a fair ¢ ism of this
production to say that it was taken
somewhat too slowly; otherwise a
very able performance, in which
the acting was intelligent and con-
sistent. To name any particular
rformers would perhaps be mis-
[?:mlin;z. though Rose and_  Cecil
Bathurst, Nellie White, and Mildred
Boutwood were all very good. An un-
fortunate slip of memory in the first
act was the only real flaw in a com-
mendable production of this obsolete
play.

HAMPSTEAD IMPS D.S.

‘ Phantasia ”—A Good Idea
Poorly Realised

production’ was not high. There was
little, if any, point to the various
sketches which went to make up the
show, and absolutely no humour.

The acting, too, was too restrained
and apatheic—with two or three notable
eyceptions. Had there been any guid-
ing theme running through the compo-
rent parts the production would have
been greatly improved; as it was, it was
ditficult to see the reason for the inclu-
sion of several items.

A production of this nature should
be judged by standards reasonable in

HE idea behind this episodic pro-
duction by the Hampstead Divi- |

sion of the Junior Imperial League was
a good one; but the general level of the

THEIR

considering amateur productions; even
then it was a careless and thoaghtless
effort.

There were repeated hitches in the
show—curtains that did not rise in time
and actors who forget their lines,

It is only fair to say that the audience
appeared to enjoy the evening.

By far the best of the company was
Colin Cunningham, the well-known
tenor, who sang beautifully, and made
the best of the trite lines he had to

ak. Roni and Maud Norman-Wat-
kins danced delightfully and with a
pleasing enthusiasm. The costumes
were good: the stuge management in-
sufliciently rehearsed.

INSURANCE FESTIVAL
““The Emerald Isle ”

MEMNERS of the Insurance Musical
Festival Company gave a fairly
good rendering of the concert version
of *“The Emerald Isle,”” by Arthur
Sullivan and Edward German.

The chorus, nearly 200 strong, was
rather disappointing. At times when
they should have sung with much
gusto they failed to put any inspira-
tion or force into their singing, and
when they sang in modulated tones
they were hardly to be heard.

But this did not detract too much
from the enjoyment of one of Sullivan’s
most charming operas.

The composition is divided almost
equally between Sullivan and German,
and the words of Basil Hood are strik-
ingly reminiscent of the once exclusive
stge of W. 8. Gilbert.

orothy Bennett, Esther Coleman,
Bruce Flegg, and Kenneth Ellis wer
good in the principal parts. Mr. Ellis
sang particularly well the Lord Lieu-
tenant’s song of how he found his

wife.
AMATEUR NOTES

The Clifton Arts Club’s latest effort
is a pantomime burlesque, * Alad-
din,” presented at the club's own
theatre.

A parody on the usual type of

pantomime, it guys the characters
and incidents of the ordinary show.
One of the most successful hits was
the ballet, * Le tramways de ville,"
a laughable travesty of the real
thing.
The *“ book " was written by Cyril
Roberts, who made good points by
topical and local allusions, which
secured many laughs from the audt-
ence. The members of the cast
entered into the spirit of the thing
and kept the fun going, but the suc-
cess of the production rested chiefly
upon the skilful work of Nora
Roberts, producer,

William Everett was responsible
for the music, and Barry Thatcher
for the scenery.

* *

»

As a result of a recent production
of * Gipsy Love™ at the Palace
Theatre, Blackburn, the Blackburn
Amateur Dramatic and Musical
Society has been able to hand over
something like £200 to the local in-
firmary. Incidentally, since its in-
ception in 1913, the society has bene-
fited local charities to the extent of
£4,000.

REPERTORY PLAYERS

Ellaline Temiss at the Annual

Dinner

Miss Ellaline Terriss celebrated
her forty-fourth anniversary of her
stage birthday by attending, as guest
of honour, the tenth annual dinner
of the Repertory Players, held at
Park Lane Hotel last Sunday. This
was the first function at which this
eighty-year (as she said) young
actress had been permitted to be pre-
sent since her recent illness.
Henry Ainley was in the chair, and
when he proposed the toasts of the
evening, he did so in terms of affce-
tion—terms that were obviously an
interpretation of the feelings of all
those present. The *‘ Phoehe Thros-
sel” to whom he made a reference,

made a delightful suggestion to the
R.P. by offering, as she was a * vet-
eran ingenue,"” to act for them at any

time, should they desire her scrvices.

The speeches by Gwen Irangeon
Davies, Campbell Gullan, and I'r
Woodbridge were short. Alec

made a few Kkindly remarks on
critics, the censor, and the County
Council. Seymour Hicks, depntising
for Owen Nares, was, of it
witly

It should be noted that the Reper-
tory Players have now been running
very successfully for eleven years.
They have done much good work
since the days when they established
themselves in tea rooms over a
greengrocer’s shop in St. Martin’s-
lane. However, they would be glad

to have assistance in augmenting
their resources, Communications
should be addressed to Miss Cora-

thi
W

1, at 24, Charing Cross-mnansions,
3

LONDON MUSIC HALLS

(continued from page 13)
CHISWICK

NGLAND'S * Premiere ™ cornetist,

the title adopted by Evelyn
Hardy, fully borne out by her fine
performance in conjunction with the
All-British Ladies’ Band.

Dinkie Denton Trio add their contri-
bution by some artistic dancing and
pleasing vocalism. Mimic its best
18 provided by **The¢ hnpressionable
Girl ”” who is Betty Warren; her success
is_emphatic.

Equally amusing, in her own inimi-
table way, is Audrey Knight, described
as *“ A little lump of fun. She is ad-
mirably supported by Sonny Day.

Gautier's * Bricklayers ” turn out to
be a highly intelligent troupe of dogs
who give a wonderful show.

The house rocked with merriment at
Will Fyffe's superb character imperson-
ations.” Every item won demonstrative
plaudits and his success was tremen-
dous. Quite a lot of fun is provided
by Bennett and Williams, and a child
xylophonist, little Doreen, should be
encouraged.

EMPRESS, BRIXTON

A NEW twist is given to familiar
numbers by 1

Aayton and John-
stone, who are rec ing an over-
wheliming greeting at the Empress
this week.

The act of Tom Payne and Vera Hil-
liard, as the cute commercial traveller
and the fascinating dairymaid, causes
continuous merriment.

An entertaining conjuring act is given
by Donald Stuart, who can well lay
claims to being the longest laugh in
variety, and the ventriloquial offering
of El Ray and Lady is popular by
reason of its clever contrasts.

Cal and Mona Kay do some eapital
impersonations, of which their Russian
dancers are particularly striking.

“LORD O’ CREATION™

New Play by the Scottish
National Players

This new play by Norman McCowan,
the successful author of “The Infinita
Shoeblack,” was produced at the Lyrie,
Glasgow, by the Scottish National
Players and promises to be one of the
markedly popular productions of the
company.

The play is bright comedy of a suffi-
cient lightness to make its improba-
bilities readily excusable. It concerns
the secret double life of a man who
marries a humble fisher lass le at-
taining to high social position in
another sphere.

The heaviest burden is borne man-
fully by Andrew Stewart as Baird,
whilst, as Janet, Nan Scott is, as
always. thoroughly clear-headed in con-
ception and competent in execution.

A clever character study in supplied
by James Sloan as an old fisherman,
w{\ile a word of praise is also due to
Graham Dow.

Mr. Edward Mortimer, the Hon.
Secretary of the O.P. Club, informns
us that the club is giving a com-
plimentary dinner to Mr. and Mrs,
Alec L. Rea and Mr. A. R. Whatmore,
in recognition of the * Glerions
Failure ” of the Embassy Theatre,
The dinner will take place at the
Hotel Great Central on Sunday, F
ruary 28, with Lady Tree in the cha

The ‘‘Gotham Quartette,” who
appeared in *‘ Under the Greenwood
‘Tree,”” are now appearing at Ma
lyne's Theatre as ‘“The Gains-
borough Singers.” They were so
successful last week that they have

BAND CARDS

KEEP_ YOUR NAME BEFORE THE
MANAGERS. YOUR CARD IN THE
ERA " COSTS 10s. 6d. FOR 13 INSER-
TIONS OR 12s, 6d. WITH COPY OF " THE
ERA " POSTED FREE EACH WEEK.

OWARD BAKER'S
“ London Astorians,” * The Del-
” and other bands. available for
business. 69, Glenwood-gardens. Ilford;
and 26, Vicarage-road, Leyton, E.10.

PHYLLIS COLEMAN'S VERSATILE
IMPERIALS, known as England’s
premier lady dance musicians.

smart. Any business. 5 girls, 11 in-
struments. 28, Hagden-lane, Watford,
Herts. 'Phone, Watford 2425,

LESTEH JAMES
VIOLIN AND SAXOPHONE

and his NEW ALEXANDRA PALACE

BAND FOR_ALL FUNCTIOY W

or COUNTRY. 14, Firs Parade, Muswell

Hill, N. Tudor 5631.

RIS LANG'S Ladies Orchestra. Dances,
dinners, receptions, etc.; any com-
bination; moderate fees. Manager,
Gwen Barry Grosvenor College of Music,
447, 8trand, W.C.2.

LEEUW,

DE
J‘ VIOLINIST CONDUCTOR.
111, Knatchbull-rd, Myatts Park, 8.ES.

T[HE MARWYN LADIES ENSEMBLE.
Full light orchestral repertoire, with
14, Grendon-

tic soprano doubling.
Sordens, Y Middlesex.

gardens, embley 'ark,
"Phone, Wembley 0287.

b\LOI(ENCE ROSSLER'S

LADIES' QUARTETTE.
Disengaged; any business; mod. terms.
56, Romford-rd., E.15, 'Phone, Maryland
1914.

Up-to-date * Variety.” i
ZERBINI-PARKS
*  Mugzical Director, Leader.
Late Willesden Hip., The London,
ictoria Pal.
P.A.: 69, Radford-road, Lewisham, 8.E.13.

“ QUEEN'S SYNCOPATED
ORCHESTRA."”
Available for Dances, Dinners. Recep-

tions, etc. Terms moderate.—Secretary,
32, Elliott-road, Brixton, S.W.9.

OSE SCHOENTHALS

LADIES’ ORCHESTRA for Banquets,
Receptions, Concerts, Exhibitions, Cafes,
Dances, and all Functions. Any number.
89, DOWNS PARK-ROAD, CLAPTON, E.5.
‘Phone: AMHERST 1960.

COTT & SCOTT,
Bole Bookers * Kingsway Revels
Dance Band. Available for private or
permanent engagements on reasonahle
terms. Scott and Scott, Ltd., 75, Kings-
way, W.C.2. 'Phone, Hoiborn 4011.

Bunuu\’

LTD.,

SOMERS
AND
TIS BAND.

E TANER'S
ILVER DANCE BAND (Ladies)
open to offers for summer season
The Byeways, Surbiton Hill. ‘Phon
Elmbridge 2364.

9,

MUSICIANS' CARDS _
TAYLOR

‘7 3 S

(Tenor Bax. H. Guitar)
(T. Banjo. Piano, Piano-Accordion)
P. A.. 57. Ewart-road. Chatham ent

TUCKER,

Violin,

ianist.
27, Addison-rd,, Keneington W.14,
"Phone. Western 4919
ORIS WELCH.
Solo and Orchestral "Celliste,
doubli

o Saxoplone.

Alt
P.A.: 239, Plashet-grove, E.6.

been engaged for a further five
weeks.
MUSICIANS’ CARDS
DENN!S F. BAILEY.
CELLO, GUITAR.

BANJOS,
8t. Wilfred's, Tower-road, Newquay,
'Phone 259.

LIFFORD T, BIDDULPH,
Principal Trombone.

Late National Orchestra of Wales. Open

or engagements in either Symphony

Orchestra, Theatre Orchestra, or Cinema,
pton Magna, Shrewsbury.

UEENIE BLANCHE,

Orchestral Pianiste Disengaged.

Cinema, Variety, Hotel, Dance.
43, Ruby-road, E.17. Walthamstow 1371,

JACK BONNER,
Baxes, Clarinet, Violin, and Oboe.
At Liber!

Fully

Dance and Straight. all Lines.
Experienced.
4,

N.7. : North 1940

VICE A. BROWN
‘Harp). 295, Norwood-road, Herne
Hill, 8.E.24. "Phone: Streatham 8253.

ARIE CAMPADELLI
TENOR SAX. and PIANO.
11, Glazbury-rd., West Kensington, W.14,
‘Phone: Fulham 6329.

RACE HARRIS D'ARCY.

Double Base; disengaged: any dis-
trict. Temp. address. 3, Vanceroad,
Central Blackpool.

ILIFF

-

GWILLIAM.
8, Sousaphone and Arranger.
" LOBAN'S MUSIC WEAVERS.
EST END DANCE HALL,
GHAM

=
z
2

P.A.: " Wentworth,” Elm-avenue,
Ruislip, Middlesex.

1{:‘\Y HARRIS,
(Singing Violinist) AND HER BAND,
tage, Hotel, Dance, or Cinema,

124, Poplar-road. 8.W

.19.

bledon 4887. o

CISSIE LOCKE.
Solo and Orchestral Flautiste.

Seven Seasons Solo Flut with the
Lytham St. Annes Municipal Orchestra.
B.B.C. Concerts. ~ Open to offers. A
comms,, 8, Chester-road, Akroydon,
Halifax.

"Phone: Wim-

CKSON,

A. JA
G. souo pianstE anD
ACCOMPANIST.
IMEN

O
OPEN FOR ENG , CONCERTS,

RNESS-ROAD,
PHONE, WIL-

HAR D!
LESDEN 2281,

"RANCLES "MORGAN,
Solo ‘Celliste, doubling Ban jc o

“ Bobby's.” Eastbourn ust concluded
season at “ Deller’s Cafe,” Taunton: open
ere. P.A.. 173, Preston-dr., Brighton

Q MY ZERBINI-PARKS.
PIANISTE: alea FLUTE and
PICCOLO. Now disengaged
P.A.: 69, Radford-roai Lewisham. S.F 13,
INDLEY A. REEKIL,
BANJO and GUITAR,
offers perm. or gigs.
‘Phone: Riv. 2545. 23, St. Peter's-<q., W.6.
]?l)l'l‘ll AND JESSIE  RIGBY.
- Fl Sax, Piano, and Cello

The Bur , Garstang, Preston
l{].l.l_\ ALD D. ROSE
Trumpet.

Orchestral, Dance, Stage Band. Open for
engagements, permanent or gigs. 64,
v oad, Kilburn, NwW. ~—
OLLY SINCLAIR
Pianiste.
Solo, Orchestral, and Accompaniste.
Now disengaged.
Extensive orchestral library.
All com.: Quinton Houee, 111, Knatch-
bull-road, Myatts Park, .5,

ALLY SNELLING

Viohn Conductor. Can supply band
Straight or Dance. Vacant. Moderate
Terms. 8, Rudolph-road, N.W.6.




