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The Amateur Theatre

WHEELS AND WINGS OsS.

The rapturous applause of a
large audience at King George's
Hall gave the impression that the

rformance of *‘ The Gondo-
iers,"” by the Wheels and Wings

.S., was highly satisfactory.
There was little in it, however, to
raise it above the ordinary level.
Many of the players, as is so often
the case, do not s?euk nenrly as
emaentlv as they sin

Mr. Arthur Powell one of the
most promising perlormer:, has a
powerful and  well-controlled
tenor, and he rendered the rote of
Marco with an excellent under-
standing of tempo. He is, however,
too afraid of looking ** like a
stick,” which is not to be confused
with the need for a certain amount
of repose. This was most appa-
rent in his * Pair of Sparkling
Eyes " solo, in which he gestured
too much. 'He sang it extremely
well, however, and deserved the
three encores it brought him,

Another voice of pure and excel-
lent quality is that of Miss Doris
Henshaw, who made a dainty
Casilda. Misses Frances G. SIur
ton and Edna Badcoe were fairly
lively as Gianetta and Tessa, and
Mr. Arthur Hopkins, quiet, bul not
unsatisfactory, as Giuseppe.

Mr. Thomas Harrison sang his
one solo well as Antonio, but Mr.
Henry Froom was too self-con-
scious to do himself justice as
Luiz. Mr. Stanley Kingett made
the Grand Inquisitor Tnle a geni-
ally sepulchral gentleman, and
Mr. Stanley Lee was well-cast as
the Duke of Plaza-Toro.

Some of the chorus-work was
very fine, but the whole was un-
level and showed patches of un-
certainty.

The orchestra was conducted by
hard-working Mr. C. King Palmer,
while Mr. Leslie Skinner was re-
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LONDON STUDENT PLAYERS

The London Student Players,
the unoflicial Dramatic Society of
the University of London, pre-
sented four onc-act plays for
their sumimer performance at East
London College. Each of the
plays was produced by the
members of a diflerent college,
nmunrd College beginning “with

‘ The Spinsters of Lushe,” a
pleasant trifie by Philip Johnson
of ** genteel " village life in the
early 19th century, quite com-
petently done.

East London College followed
with ** The Man who Wouldn't Go
to Heaven,” by F. Sladen-Smith,
The scene is the foot of the steps
leading up to one of the gates of
Heaven.  The angel Thariel sits
receiving those who come up from
earth, and a curious crowd they
are, The philosophy of the

ible for the stage direction.

lay
is perhaps a little woolly, but trert'
were delightfully eflortless per-

formances by Miss Norah Farrow
and Mr. John Anderson.

The most ambitious production
of the evening wns ** The Shadowy
Waters " U' B. Yeats, pro-
duced by nlverslly College It
is a typical Irish story of the
vearning after the unknown, Mr.
Leonard Abley was particularly
good as Aibrie. The evening closed
with a perfnrmunte of ** The Mon-
key's Paw " given by Westminster
College,

PLAYFELLOWS DC.

Many amateurs, having realised
their desire to appear upon a pub-
lic stage, have not the least idea
how to deport themsclves when
they get there, but the opposite is
true of the Playfellows D.C., as
could be seen at iheir performance
of Aimee and Philip Stuart’'s
amusing play ** Her Shop."

Miss Dorothy Smith, in her
satisfying characterisation  of
Lady Mary Torrent, missed none
of her opportunities, and layed
with a sparkle that marks her as
a true’ dlsciple of * the little
theatre."

Mr.  Wilfred Sellars, whose
work we have before had occasion
to praise, gave a droll imper-
sonation of a Jewish gentleman.
As the Scotsman with the Jewish
name, Mr. William Robertson's
accent seemed to hover between
Lancashire and Bowery, but if his
true surname is any indication of
his nationality, he is probably a
shade better judge of a true Scot-
tish accent than we are. Miss
Gladys Dawson had not a particu-
larly pleasant part as Miss Mut-
chison, for her chief work was to
assume an nrpearance lacking
personality, That she was able to
do so is an indication of her his-
trionic powers.

Miss Stella Carlisle and Mies
Ella Nordstrom played manne-
quin-cum-showroom lady parts
very brl"lllli and effectively, and
Miss Dorothy Peters and  Miss
Margaret Hennel\er were sufh.
ciently convincinig as two society
ladies. Mr. Lawrence Downton
was .ulequule as Henry Torrent
and Mr. Charles Chappelle colour-

as  Gilbert & r but Miss
\lur;nne Webb's impersonation of

‘ painted lady " was an effort
nrnmc down to the smallest
detail.

OLD MASONIC DsS.

The confession of producer Mr.
Sydney N. Folker that rehearsals
had taken rlm-e in a very small
room for the Old Masonic D.S.'s
performance of ** Murder on the
Second Floor ' at the Criﬁplegme,
was hardly necessary. There was
a flat ‘unmv in the produc-
tion which told a plain tale of in-
sufficient and incomplete rehear-
sal. Many of the players spoke in
undertones and waited listlessly
in one spot to take up their cues.

Continued in next column)

ing rooms are comfortable and
ample in number.

r. Fitz-Alan Parker, late of the
Royal Cmm. Theatre, London is
the newl k{ appolnud mnn-ger
The bookings alre made in-
clude a season of the Brandon-
Thomas Company in repertory.

The Bournemouth Dramatic and
Orchestral  Club, whose efforts
have resulted in the erection of
this finely equipped theatre, fit-
tingly occu y lhe stage for its first
week, the first half devoted to the

resentation of ** The Merry
'ives of Windsor."

An Ambitious Venture

Although attempting such a play
was an ambitious venture, the club
gave a presentable performance
and came through with credit.

Miss Joyce Page's clear articula-
tion and easy natural movements
as Mistress Ford were a pleasure
to the ear and eye, while the Mis-
tress Page of Miss Ethel Pool also
displayed a sense of character and
elocutionary power.

Miss Joyce Webster pl"f ed Mis-
tress Quickly successfully and
with the requisite humorous touch.
Falstafft was played by Vivian
Stenhouse, who delivered some of
the lines finely and was skilfully
made up. Yet he failed to impart
to this character the personality
and prominence it should take.

Producer as Understudy

A. H. Rogers, as Ford, achieved
an effect by measured speech
and sound timing. O. T. Curtis, as
Evans, attained the character, but
suffered from a too hurried de-
livery.

Owing to illness, Mr. George
Stone, the producer, sle‘)ped into
the breach at the eleventh hour to
play the part of Pistol, and his re-
sourcefulness and  experience
proved of great service to the club
in this emergency.

(Continued from preceding col.)

Miss Nellie C. White brought her
inimitable style to bear on the
famous part of Miss Snell, and was
funny, but the minaing teeth
scene, which Jusually * brings the
house down,' went for very little.
Miss Marion Ritchie-Brown, pos-
sessing o sense of humour and
being very well cast, made perhaps
the greatest lmprewmn as Mrs.
\rnan Mr. Basil G. Crichett
was almost convincing as Jam
Singh, and as this is a difficult
part that is to his credit

Mr. Gerald D. Gilbey did not
look or speak anything like the
bad, bad man that Mr, Reynolds
was supposed to be, and Mr.
Charles A. Hallas was colourless
instead of merely meek as Mr.
Armitage,
| Miss Mildred E. Boutwoodl
| worked up her dramatic scene
the slnve{ very well indeed, anid
thoroughly deserved the burst of
applause which greeted her exit,
but Miss Dorothy Churcher as
Sylvin Armitage appeared to feel
no differently \\he!‘ner she was dis-
cussing the weather with her lover
or hearing the news of a horrible
murder. Mr. Reginald C. Draper,
too, should raise his voice and look

less self consclous.




