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IN GRATEFUL ACKNOWLEDGMENT.

Tue recent General Election in Germany seems destined to
differ very considerably from most contests of that kind,
whether in Germany or elsewhere. As a rule, when an
appeal to the country is in prospect, and so long as it

the official disavowals flave ever deccived any human
being, either in the Fatherland or elsewhere, who did not
wish to be deceived. But, unfortunately, there are only too
many people in this country who desire nothing better than to
accept any statement made by the German Government for
Gospel truth, waxing righteously wrathful if an impertinent
icism ventures to question the absolute sincerity of

is actually in progress, the public is
every candidate in every constituency is a centre of
feverish interest; Press and public snap at him like trout
at a mayfly; his manners, his morals, his methods,
and all about him are discussed and dissected with ferocious
minuteness. But, when once the poll is declared and the
fray is over, the ¢phemersdes have had their day; the
vanquished are heard of no more; the victors simply
become units in the parliamentary parties to which they
severally belong, and Buffs and Blues mutually forget each
other’s behaviour (they call it misbehaviour) during the elec-
tions, knowing full well that all is done now, and that there
is no good in crying over spilt milk. In short, the point
is to win—si possis, recte, si mon, quocumgque modo—but
having won (or lost) there is nothing more to be said
or done. This occasion, however, is an exception, to the
general rule. The revelations made by a Bavarian clerical
journal have established, beyond all reasonable doubt, the
fact that the German Government actually enfployed=—and
paid—the German Navy League to act as its electioneering
agent, all over the country, for the furtherance of the cause
of the Kaiser and his Chancellor. Furthermore, that the
action of the League was directed, mainly, not against the
Socialists, but against the Centre. Your German being by
nature obsequious to authority, the patriotic General
Kem, on behalf of the League, was not slow to remember
that it was against the Centre, rather than hgainst the
Socialists, that the Ch llor had dissolved the Reichstag;
and he determined to do all that a zealous official should to
better the instruction of the Government. . There seems to
be every reason to believe that he did his level best, and
that, if the Centre more than held its own, the result
was certainly not due to any lack of opposition on the
part of the Navy League. Whether the sinews of war
ﬁe actually tugplied out of the public funds seems
btful: Prince BoLow denies that, while admitting that
money was subscribed “froin private quartets.” e will
leave it at that. Anyhow, there is a pretty hubbub,
and the Chancellor’s prospects of regaining the allegiance of
the Centre-—the party which has so long helped him to govern
—appear "to have r d into a hat remote and
foggy futurity. And, on the whole, the interest of the
General Election is almost as acute now that it is over as
when it was in full swing.

German notions as to what the Government, or even the
Sovereign in person, may legitimately do in the electioneering
way differ so widely from our English ideas that no
comparison between them is possible. There is, however,
another point of view, from which the action of the
German . Navy League is extremely important and signi-
ficant. Hitherto the Navy League has been officially
regarded (we mean, of course, that it has been officially
said to be officially regarded) as a non-political and purely
patriotic body. - That way of looking at it has been distinctly
useful ‘to the German Government, which has treated
the Navy League much as it has treated the Pan-Germanic
League, that is to say, it has cheerfully accepted the fruits
of the League's activity when desirable, and has disavowed
all responsibility for it when responsibility would have
been too compromising. We do not suppose that

————

the official utterance. This time, however, the evidence is
too strong ; there is no getting away from the conclusion
that the charge of complicity between the League
and the Government is substantially justified by the facts.
Nor, we imagine, does even the soundest of sleepers
under the hypnotism of Teutonic influence deny that
the German Navy League is a powerful organization,
and as dangerous as it is powerful. The League numbers,
we believe, more than a million members; it is under the
patronage of the Emperor's brother, Prince Hexry of Prussia ;
its practical activity is ubiquitous and prodigious, extend-
ing from the world of the higher officialdom right down
to the elementary school-room. So* much for its power—a
power which may profitably be contrasted with that of
the Navy League in our own country! And what of
its aims? Well, as to that, it is enough, surely, to
point to the fact that “the Admiral of the Atlantic” (so¢
disant) has allowed his own sailor brother to become its
patron. We hope (as, indeed, we believe) that we should
merely be preaching to the converted if we told the readers of
this journal that the object of the German Navy League is to
foster the growth of a German Navy strong cnough to try
conclusions with the British. But hitherto it has been
possible for those who see eye to eye with the Potsdam party
in the British Cabinet to deny that the League enjoys the
official recognition of the German Government. Happily
that is no longer possible now ; and for the final dissipation
of all doubt on that subject we tender our most hearty thanks
to our esteemed contemporary, the “ Bayrischer Kuricr.”

MANNERS AND CUSTOMS OF THE
HOUSE OF COMMONS.

———e

LAST SESSION'S REMARKABLE CHANGES,

i
By Micuaer. MacDonacu.

In the first Session of the pew Liberal Parliament several note-
worthy i ions upon C ional usage and long-established
customs took place. The rules which govern order and
ctiquette in the House of Commons are both written and unwritten,
The written laws, or * Standing Orders,”” as they are officially
termed, are fixed, and can be altered or abrogated only by special
resolution of the House. But the practices affecting etiquette being
mainly unwritten, and therefore embodied in no substantive record,
some of them are falling gradually into abeyance, or have been
forgotten altogether. =

So imperceptible almost is this slow waning of ancient usages in
the House of Commons, that in several instances the period they
were last observed cannot be exactly fixed. For example, it was the
general custom during most of the eigh h century for bers to
wear Court dress, lace ruffles, and swords. In time only Ministars
appeared in the House in this costume, with their stars and 1ichons,
But the most diligent search in official records, and in biographizs and
diaries of Parli ians of the eigh h century, has failed to fix
the exact period when this revolution in the dress of the representa<
tives of the nation was completed, and this picturesque feature of
Parliamentary life finally disappeared.

But the beginning of the end of the old practice of members of
the House of Commons wearing their hats in the Chamber will be

MILITARY NOTES.

Two new rifles have been brought to my notice last week. One ls
patented as the ** Esser-Barratt Magazine Repeater.” This rifle can be
fired five times in two and a half seconds without being

Rifies. taken from the shoulder, which is more rapid than
anything that has been adopted up to date by our own

or any other Government. If aim was taken between the shots—as, of

The work is done by two sliding guides, which draw back the bolt. The
inventor informed me that these guides could be easily renewed if
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ighting is up to 2,600 yards. The trigger action is simple to a degree,
being composed of two pieces only. It may fitly be described as a lead
pump. The other weapon is of the automatic: pattern, and called the
“;Hallé,” after its inventor. Last year at Bisley Sergeant-Major J. Walling-
ford, of the School of Musketry, Hythe, armed with one of these implements
of destruction,was pitted single-handed agair.st squads composed of two men,
each armed with our present Lee-Enfield pattern rifles. The results of the

sergeant-major and two other squads for first place. All three scored 23
points each irf the time limit of 12 seconds in all. This proves conclusively
that one ** Hallé " is as good as two of our present patiern at short range,
The magazine holds six cartridges when full, but magazines to contain
fifteen can be made. The loading is from underneath, and the emptics are
ejected to the right. The working is done by recoil, the bolt travelling
3.7 inches each time. The barrel is of the Mauser pattern, with a bore of
7 mm. It is 27.8 inches long, which makes the rifle heavier than our
present M.L.E. short pattern by 1} Ibs. The inventor claims that four of

a second can be actually got off, and 40 hits per minute have been tecorded
at one of its trials. The muzzle velocity is 2,300 feet per second. It is

sighted up to 2,000 yards only, but of couree & dial sight could be added
for longer distances

course, it would have to be, so as to ensure accyracy—no doubt the two:
/| and a half seconds limit would be increased. It is a bolt action weapon.

competition, which took place on July 20, ended in a tie between the.

these are equal, for all intents and purposes, to one Maxiln gun. 'Six shots |’

What ecither of these weapons would do when subjected to a bond-fide
sand test | cannot say, nor is the test which has been gone through in this
country of any use whatever. Rifles are put into a box with all their mechan-
ism closed. The box is then shaken about, the rifles taken out, the sand care-
fully brushed off, and the breeches opened. ' Result nil. If we are to thoroughly
gauge the true value of these inventions and those of others that may be in
the market, the Government should arrange to carry free from port to
port in one of our troopships boxes of fifty of each pattern to Abbasich or
somewhere else in Egypt, so as to have them fired in a khamseen wind.
We could then really be certain which weapon would be worth paying for.
1 do not suggest that we require a new weapon for the service throughout,
but there is not the slightest doubt that the day is not far off when we will
see a squad of each mmmy of infantry armed automatic
rifles or a machine. 3 latter costs  about £260, and weighs, with-
mi:‘il- carriage, 601b. If four of the *‘ Hallé '’ are equal to one of these,
sitnilar results could be obtained at a very reduced . The matter is
well worthy of consideration. On November 23 last the Russiars had 806
machine guns formed into 112 companies of eight guns each.  This
organization has since been cancelled. They are to be formed into com-
mandos for the future and attached to infantry units. Why should not
we do the same, i ic rifles hine guns?

The following, taken from the ‘‘ Journal des Débats,” may not be

uninteresting. A volunteer—not a conscript—entered one of the French

Hussar regiments lately.  He, however, disliked

Tape. riding, and refused to mount. He was transferred

first to another Hussar regiment in the north and

again later on to one in the south, but no one could induce the man to

get on a horse’s back. Eventually he refused to comply with the order

when in front of the Conseil de Guerre itself. He was awarded three

months’ isonment for flagrant disobedience of ‘orders, but under the

loi de sursis was at once released. He then informed the authérities that

it was his friends—not himself—who wished him to be in the cavalry.

ly he wa nal " 'y

did not the authorities commence where t ? " Why, indeed? The
ur of our tape is-pale pink compared with tiis one of vermilion hue.

To-day at three o'clock Sir George White unveils a tablet to the

of the Tate Field-Marshal Sir- Henry Norman at the Reyal Hospital,

Chelsea. Ji MiLes.




